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302 M St, N.IV. Washington, D.O. 
February, 26, 1886. 

r ]'o t he 

Trustees of the Corcoran Art Gallery, 

Gentlemen; 

1 am requested by 

‘ >irS - H * E * Thaxter, 66 Deering St. Portland, Maine, to bring 
to your notice the statuary modelled by her son, the late 
Edward R. Thaxter of Portland, Maine. 

I therefore send you herewith photographs of the artist, 
ana Ins works, and I weld be pleased to have you give the™ 
a careful inspection. 


I also enclose a short sketch of Mr. Thaxter's art life 
with a few criticisms of his works. 

Mrs. Thaxter desires to bring to your notice especially 

the statue entitled “Love’S First Dream". This is life size 

and was completed by the artist a short time before his 

death. The statue can be seen at Tiff any k r ? 0 ’ s, New Yo rk, 

where it is now for sale The price asked by the above 

JUuu <rurn£Ajj 

n a„-,ed firm is S7500.00. A Mrs. Thaxter, however, has the 
privilege of selling it independently of the „«•. 


00 


mission and t-hrough her-i t „ „ , 

' n be obtained for S6ooo 

•to ^ 2 7 - A " GaUer)r d0dleSted ^ Sunder 

"* ~~ — - Senius"? i, wouw 




J76/’ 2- 


seem to be a fitting and beautiful 

home for this masterpiece 

of the talented young American who 

gave his life in devo- 


tion to his art. 


The prices of Thaxter’s other 

works are as follows_ 

“Reproof" 

C I000.00 

"11 Pensiero” 

-4.50.00 


“Meg Merrilies" (bronze)- S500.00 


“.Meg Merril ies” (marble ) 

$500.00 

“Sunlight” 

&3D0.00 

“Reverie” 

. i 

/ * ’ 

S425.00 


1 think if one or more of the above were purchased of 
jMrs. Thaxter, she could give a discount on dealer’s prices. 

I shall be glad to personally give any further informa¬ 
tion that may be desired, although 1 have no interest in the 
matter other than that of a friend of the artist. 


Please be so kind as to keep 

the photographs and other 

matter carefully. Jwill call for 

them later^as Mrs. Thaxter 


desires them returned. 


Very truly yours, 


[/ (/' / 'Lt' 

• // 

Is L f 

3 02 M St. N.W. 
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THE SECOND PRIZE FUND EXHIBITION 

FOR THE 

PROMOTION AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF AMERICAN ART, 

TO BE OPENED IN MARCH, 1886, 

AT 

THE AMERICAN ART GALLERIES, 

6 East 23d Street , Madison Square South , 

NEW YORK. 

The first experiment in the direction of the creation of a Fund applicable to 
the encouragement of American Art having been made possible by the establish¬ 
ment of the galleries of the American Art Association, and having been followed 
by results more satisfactory than were hoped for by the most sanguine supporters 
of the project, it is proposed to renew the effort. It is needless at this date to 
recapitulate the nature of the success of the first Prize Fund Exhibition, to char¬ 
acterize the class of pictures it called forth, or to describe the general gratification 
with which it has been received. It is sufficient to say that it has more than 
repaid all who were interested in the experiment which it involved, and that the 
results directly accruing from it, and the widespread and obviously beneficial 
influence which it has exerted, more than justify an earnest and determined effort 
to repeat it. 

In this belief the undersigned, in conjunction with the American Art Asso¬ 
ciation, subscribe the sums set opposite their respective names toward a fund of 
twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), which shall be divided into awards of two 
thousand dollars ($2,000) each, and set apart, as heretofore, for distribution among 
the pictures contributed by American artists to the Second Prize Fund Exhibition, 
to be opened at the galleries of the American Art Association in the month of 
March, 1886. 

The pictures to which the said sums of two thousand dollars ($2,000) shall be 
awarded are to be chosen by a committee of the subscribers, who shall be elected 
at a general meeting of the subscribers to be held at a convenient date, and the 
award of the committee shall be made prior to the opening of the exhibition to the 
public. The pictures so chosen shall become the property of art museums or art 
institutions in the several cities which shall be represented in the subscription. 














The foregoing committee also will be asked to award ten gold medals of a bul¬ 
lion value of not less than one hundred dollars ($ioo),*andd:esigrmd:l^MT^ Augustus 
Sb GandeRS; to the ten pictures which they shall designate as being next in merit 
to those to which they shall have already awarded the sums above stated. 

For this purpose we, the undersigned subscribers, agree to pay into the hands of 
the United States Trust Co., Wall street, New York, upon due notification, the 
amount set opposite our names, it being fully understood and agreed that all 
money belonging to the Prize Fund shall remain in the hands of the United States 
Trust Co., subject to the order of the gentlemen composing the jury of award, and 
shall be used by them only to pay to the artists, or their duly authorized agents, the 
amounts awarded them as prizes, the artist relinquishing all right to the picture in 
lieu thereof. 

It is proposed to exhibit in the different cities in which are located the muse¬ 
ums or art institutions named herein, under the combined auspices of the museum 
in that city and the American Art Association, the prize paintings and such others 
as may be available, this being arranged in accordance with the wishes of the 
different museums interested. 

Should the amounts subscribed not reach the sum of twenty thousand dollars 
($20,000), the number of prize pictures will be reduced to correspond with the 
actual amount subscribed, providing it is so arranged that each and every prize sum 
will amount to two thousand dollars ($2,000). 

In case of such reduction being made, the art museum or institution situated 
in that city whose citizens have subscribed the least of the whole amount of the 
Subscription Fund, will not be included, and amounts subscribed from that city 
will be refunded. 

Should the sums subscribed exceed the amount of twenty thousand dollars 
($20,000), the number of prize pictures will be increased in accordance with the 
sum in excess, and the additional picture or pictures will be awarded, in the man¬ 
ner heretofore provided for, to the museum or museums in the city or cities repre¬ 
sented by the gentlemen making the said subscriptions. 
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New York. St. Louis, Mo. 

Hartford, Conn. Baltimore, Aid. 


GEBBIE & CO. 


Boston, Mass. Washington, D. C. 

Portland, Me. . Nezu Orleans, La. 

Albany, N. Y. Galveston, Texas. 

Rochester, N. Y. Atlanta, Ga. 


Pittsburg, Pa. „ Denver, Colorado. 

St. Paul, Minn. '* San Rrancisco, Cal. - 


Fine Art Publishers, 


900 CHESTNUT STREET, 

tfi£ i£ liOY * 


Cincinnati, O. Toronto, Ontario. 

Chicago, Ills. Montreal, Quebec. 


Die tat ed 


Philadelphia, .ApL 19th, 188.6 



fxcK Curator, 


Curator,Corcoran Gallery of Fine Arts. 


Dear Sir:- 

I am much obliged to you for your kind letter of the 17th. 
and also for your photographs from the Corcoran Gallery,which came du- 
ly to hand. As I purchased the picture^ me rely for the purpose of sell¬ 
ing the Photoglyptic,which I copyrighted,and possibly might hold a- 
gainst all commerce,but you know that I would not like to conflict in¬ 
terests with the Corcoran Gallery,therefore,! will tell you candidly 


(/«*/ 

that the selling of single prints seems too small a business for my 

\ 


trade,and I cannot get my agents down to it ;therefore,if you want to 
sell the Photoglyptics,I will tell you what I will do:-I printed 1000 
copies of it,which I will sell you^as near cost as I can arrive at, 
which will be $5001 for the thousand,the same as those I sent you sam¬ 
ples of;or,if you don’t care to go in for the thousand,if you like to 
buy them at 100 at a time at $60. ,it will be all the same. If you make 

the purchase of the Photogjj^jjptics at $60. per 100, of course you will 
make your retail price unif/ftpm with mine,to wit:-$4. This may appear a 
tremendous margin between $. 60 and $4. ,but when you consider that I 
allow discounts of 60 or 70 per cent from the $4. ,and the wholesale 
agents have to take considerable risk even at that liberal margin,it 
will not appear so magnificent. 


I am 


Yours very since: 






Will you kindly send us a catalogue of the Corcoran Gallery. 
Also,will you kindly inform us whether we could get permission to 
photograph for reproduction,any of the pictures in the Gallery by 
Italian artists,for an Art work of ours? 


-♦:£ t 
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^SEBBIE § C0;1^ 


900 CHESTNUT STREET, 


i$8Q.i88 fJ 


Philadelphia, Apl. 16th. 1$8 


Trustees Corcoran Gallery, 


Washington,D. C. 



Gentlemen:- 


Enclosed is bill for the picture. The 


carriage is my expense,in my usual course of busi¬ 
ness, and although I think you have got a good bar¬ 
gain in the picture,I have no wish to make any de¬ 
parture from my usual course of business as regards 
carriage. Your check at your convenience will o- 
blige r 



Yours sincerely, 



